
BREAKOUT SESSION C, Saturday (Day 3)
“Education and Knowledge Dissemination”

Foreseen Agenda

Breakout Coordinators:
Loehr (Team A)


Frank (Team B)


Yamane (Team C)

Topics for Discussion:

· Significant observations on Session 4.

· Identify main areas of agreement and disagreement for Session 4.

· For each of the 4 major areas (Japan, W. Europe, N. Europe, N. America) review (in a logical order): 

· Research potential and role of:

· Universities

· Government Agencies

· Owners

· Contractors

· Consultants

· Suppliers/Manufacturers

· ADSC/IWM

· How to “exchange” teaching opportunities (e.g., “export” FHWA short course).

· Potential for conferences.

· “Standardization” of the teaching “message.”

· Potential for textbooks/standard texts.

· How to disseminate FOREVER.

Note:
Coordinators to agree standard order in which these issues are presented during the wrap-up.
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actual contributions
A.
GLOBAL
· It was recommended that IWM be maintained to create a “Center of Excellence.”

· In time IWM could possibly constitute a body to prioritize, facilitate and guide research worldwide.  However, there was no consensus on this:  many thought that changes were not needed.

· The lack of a permanent administrative leader for IWM was noted.

· The issue of the function of IWM was discussed:  strategic and/or technical?
· Secrecy/protectionism of data was criticized as being contrary to IWM precepts.

· The potential usefulness of a load test database was challenged.

· “Good traits” of IWM were acknowledged to include:  informality of data exchange, camaraderie, communication, education, planning, teaching.

· By general discussion, it was felt that IWM had to make the following changes/take the following actions:

· Allow more time for in-depth technical knowledge exchange.

· Produce something useful.

· Find a funding source.

· Act as a publications clearinghouse.

· Develop subcommittees for specific issues (e.g., buckling).

· Provide input into codes.

· Issue practice updates.

· Open a website.

· Develop a university level textbook.

· Develop a literature database (all 4 regions) by September, 2004. [Individuals should send lists of references to Thomas Herbst by November, 2003.]

· Organize training events to raise funds.

· Talk about failures.

· Things IWM should stop doing:

· Consider a conference.

· Do not consider a conference.

· Having political undertones (secrecy, posturing).

· Commercial marketing.

· Consider influencing codes.

· Consider annual practice updates.
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